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Our mission. Gen.Ukrainian is a non-governmental organisation focused on 
minimizing the destructive effects of war on the psyche of Ukrainian children. We 
organize psychological intensives,  conduct active scientific research, develop 
effective support protocols and promote structural changes in the state systems of 
education and healthcare to ensure that no child is left without care.  

Gen.Ukrainian’s team and approach represent a community of highly 
qualified professionals united by a common goal. We are guided by the values of 
child-centeredness and scientific integrity. Our experts not only work directly with 
children but also develop a methodological foundation for the long-term support 
of mental health in educational and social institutions. 
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Gen.Ukrainian achievements to date:

! Gen.Ukrainian has been operating since 2022 and for over three years has 
been conducting psychological intensives that help children process and 
heal from deep traumatic experiences; 

! We have already helped more than 500 children and continue to support 
them;

! We have developed a unique psychological rehabilitation program for 
children and aes andolescents traumatized by war. The program is based on 
a combination of the world’s best practicd our own scientific research; 

! We maintain ongoing collaboration with the key Ukrainian ministries 
responsible for childhood, with the goal of integrating our innovative 
approaches into the national system;

! Gen.Ukrainian representatives actively participate in international advocacy 
campaigns, panel discussions, and parliamentary hearings aimed at 
developing comprehensive psychological support for Ukrainian children.
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Gen.Camp 

A free psychological rehabilitation intensive for children traumatized by 
war

In 2024, we paid special attention to children returned from forced 
deportation. For the first time in Ukraine, a specialized rehabilitation program was 
organized for this category of children. The program included emotional 
stabilization, training in self-regulation techniques, and interventions targeting 
manifestations of traumatic responses. Psychologists systematically documented 
the primary challenges faced by these children to inform the development of 
methodological guidelines and support protocols. 

In 2024, Gen.Ukrainian organized two psycho-educational intensives called 
Gen.Camp. The first session (Gen.Camp 8.0), lasting 14 days, began on June 12, 2024. 
The second session (Gen.Camp 9.0), lasting 21 days, started on July 7, 2024. Over 100 
children — including those who have experienced the loss of one or both parents, 
forced deportation, and/or occupation — received psychological support through 
our proprietary program "Sheltered by Love." This program is based on principles 
of trauma-focused care for children and adolescents.

Our partners from EdCamp conducted a series of educational events on 
historical topics, including Ukrainian history, for children who experienced 
significant educational losses due to occupation.  This approach made it possible 
to combine psychological support with gentle educational reintegration.
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National partnerships and professional training

Cooperation with key ministries — Education, Health, Internal Affairs, and 
Digital Transformation — within the framework of training programs, 

educational initiatives, and systemic support.

Gen.Ukrainian has conducted a series of self-regulation trainings for over 
500 professionals working with children, including educators, psychologists, and 
social workers. Each 10-hour training included practical case studies, emotional 
stabilization techniques, and tools for recognizing signs of childhood trauma.

December 2024 marked the launch of a partnership with Ministry of Internal 
Affairs, covering two key areas: support for security-focused lyceums (Kyiv, 
Vinnytsia, Ivano-Frankivsk, and Dnipro) and training for psychologists and mental 
health tutors from the National Guard, State Border Guard Service, National Police, 
and State Emergency Service. 

In April 2024, in partnership with the Ministry of Digital Transformation, 
Gen.Ukrainian officially presented its educational video series and methodological 
guidelines “Learning Together” on the Diia.Education platform. Over the course of 
8 episodes, parents and teachers are introduced to effective ways of helping 
children cope with the consequences of war:

- how the brain works in a situation of anxiety, what reactions it triggers and 
what to do about it; 

- which reactions are normal, and which require our special attention;
- how to help children with autism spectrum disorder; 
- how to nurture resilience and take care of your resource in difficult times;
- simple and effective ways to stabilize the emotional state for children, ways 

to provide support and prevent the effects of stress;
- how to teach children to influence their condition, manage their thoughts, 

and learn basic self-regulation techniques.
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As of May 1, 2025, the educational series has been viewed by over 3,000 users, 
with approximately 1,500 of them receiving certificates for successfully passing the 
test.

Scientific research

Development of a scientific foundation for psychosocial support protocols for 
children affected by war, in partnership with leading international research 

institutions.

In 2024, the scientific component became a leading part of Gen.Ukrainian’s 
work. An international study on childhood during wartime was launched in 
collaboration with Old Dominion University (USA) and the Center for Adolescent 
Resources (Latvia).

The research focuses on analyzing the psycho-emotional reactions of 
children traumatized by war, rehabilitation processes, and evidence-based 
methods of effective support. Gen.Camp serves as a foundational platform for data 
collection, diagnostics, and the development of stabilization protocols.
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Our team produces scientific publications based on empirical data. The 
collected findings contribute to the development and implementation of 
evidence-based public policies aimed at supporting children during and after 
armed conflict.  

We are currently preparing a white paper that describes a research on the 
traumatic reactions of children who have experienced occupation, along with 
practical recommendations for educators. 

Communication and advocacy

Public appearances on international platforms, parliamentary hearings, and 
advocacy campaigns — aimed at drawing attention to the mental health of 

children affected by war.

• 9 October 2024 — a roundtable held in the UK Parliament titled 'Resilience 
in War: Preserving the Mental Health and Education of Ukrainian Children - the 
Impact of Russian Aggression on Childhood.' Participants included Sasha 
Romantsova, Oksana Lebedeva, Denys Uhryn, Baroness Helena Kennedy, among 
others.

• 28 September 2024 — participation in 29th Budapest International Book 
Festival. The art book CRYONES  and documentary Stolen Childhood were officially 
presented. 

• October 2024 —  support for the statement of the International Coalition 
for the Return of Ukrainian Children and participation in the development of the 
Roadmap for the Return of Deported Children. The statement was signed by 49 
organizations and presented at the ministerial conference in Montreal.
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• 5 October 2024 —  participation in charity event Meaning of Home in Royal 
Society of Arts, London. The presentation of the art book CRYONES, a series of short 
documentary films, and artworks by Ukrainian artists was held to raise funds in 
support of families affected by the war in Ukraine.

• 31 January 2025 — participation in an open meeting in the European 
Commission’s Office in Denmark focused on children’s rights in a context of war. 
The role of civil society and the need for international pressure on Russia to ensure 
the return of Ukrainian children were discussed.

• 10 February 2025 — participation in the «Deported Children of Ukraine: 
Stolen Generation» conference in Copenhagen, Denmark. Challenges related to 
the return and rehabilitation of children illegally deported to Russia were 
discussed. A study by Yale University on the systematic nature of these crimes was 
presented. Particular attention was given to the need for legal prosecution of those 
responsible for war crimes on Ukrainian territory.

• 13 March 2025 — documentary Stolen Childhood was premiered in 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), London. Diplomats, 
policy makers, and international partners have participated in the event. Following 
the screening, a panel discussion took place featuring Odile Reno-Basso, Valerii 
Zaluzhnyi, actress Gemma Chan, and others.

• Gen.Ukrainian’s founder Oksana Lebedieva joined the Board of Trustees of 
the International Ukrainian School, which enabled her to actively participate in 
shaping educational policies for over 7,000 children abroad.

• Throughout 2024 and 2025, there is an ongoing participation in expert 
panels alongside Christina Lamb (The Times), Vasylisa Stepanenko (AP, Pulitzer 
Prize winner), and Veronika Selega (Bickerstaff.734). Topics include child rights 
advocacy, creativity as a form of international influence, and the role of 
documentary testimony in policy-making.
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Products and creative projects

Artistic initiatives, documentary media, and educational content that highlight 
children’s experiences of war and serve as tools for international awareness and 

social impact.

• Art book CRYONES — a collection of 15 children’s stories, who have undergone 
rehabilitation in Gen.Camp. Children shared their experiences and drawings, which 
became the foundation of the publication’s visual style. The art book was presented 
in Europe, including Budapest and London. A second bilingual edition (Ukrainian 
and English) was released in a limited print run.

• Photo project “Children Through the Eyes of Children" (by Anton Kulakowskiy). A 
photo project created during the psychological rehabilitation of children in the 
psycho-educational intensive Gen.Camp.  Child participants received cameras and 
captured their own perspectives of the world. The project became part of art 
therapy and was presented at different exhibitions (in October 2024 in Kyiv and in 
March 2025 in London).

• Documentary Stolen Childhood directed by Volodymyr Kalischuk. The 
documentar y explores the experiences of Ukrainian children who were 
traumatized by the war — were forced to flee their homes, lost their families, lived 
under occupation for extended periods, or were forcibly deported to Russia. 
Premiered in Great Britain Presented in the United Kingdom as part of events 
organized by the EBRD.

https://cryones.com.ua/en/
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1CNR166T4smUPTf2PKZtD7IJH_F5fak8-
https://youtu.be/igBySjprDP8
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• Participation in the TV program 'The World Inside Out' with Dmytro Komarov, who 
visited Gen.Camp. The journalist conducted a !"#$%&'() *#+,', -%.()/#-0&%( '1
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Joint Projects 

Key alliances with government institutions, international foundations, banks, 
media, and the civil society sector to implement systemic support for children.

• Participation in the charitable project "New Year's Gift of Hope" in partnership with 
Mastercard, Sense Bank, and Vsi.Svoi. Each Mastercard transaction contributed 100 
UAH to support Gen.Ukrainian.

• Implementation of a joint project with the Kyiv International Economic Forum as 
part of the event "The Power of Challenge: What Will Shape the Future of Ukraine 
and the World?" Within the partnership, a portion of the proceeds from ticket sales 
was directed to support psychological rehabilitation programs for children who 
have experienced trauma due to the war.

• Inclusion in the EBRD Community Initiative: all donations were matched by the 
European Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

• Collection of Gift Postcards — created from children’s illustrations and messages 
after completing the rehabilitation program and processing their trauma 
experiences. They carry deep personal messages and become part of awareness 
campaigns. The postcards were used in the charitable campaigns "New Year's Gift 
of Hope" in collaboration with Mastercard, Sense Bank, and Vsi.Svoi. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GD6Knm28JJc&ab_channel=%D0%A1%D0%92%D0%86%D0%A2%D0%9D%D0%90%D0%92%D0%98%D0%92%D0%9E%D0%A0%D0%86%D0%A2&fbclid=IwY2xjawJrRtJleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHorjSWOdovM84HpFCpLVHXN6KW7o_jxAbnJdYOFDBY9bBBmjvjm4Xz4-X3UH_aem_trvBUEYZRW2beKFTFbRtMg


"+

International media about Gen.Ukrainian 

We use every opportunity to ensure the world does not forget that Ukrainian 
children are forced to live their only childhood during the war.

Throughout 2024, our organization’s work has repeatedly become the 
subject of in-depth journalistic investigations, heartfelt reports, and publications in 
leading Ukrainian and international media outlets such as The Times, Le Parisien, 
Bukvy, 1+1, STB, Nippon, and others.

Thanks to this, the world has heard the voices of Ukrainian children and seen 
the significant role our team plays in restoring childhood shattered by the war.
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Key partners
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Gen.Ukrainian thanks all partners, volunteers, and 
donors for their trust and support. Together, we are 

creating a future with the child at its center.




